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By i^IOUTON IvONDKACKE niul TIIO.MAS Ih KOSS 
' WASHINGTON (GST) The top-secret Pen- 
tagon papers show the Johnson a dmiiii.st ration wa^s re- 
ceiving* inteliigence estimates of heavy civilian casual- 
ties in the bombing* of North ^hotiuun at the same 
time in 1967 that it was publicly denouncing sucli va- 

ports as CKaggcnitioUvS. • , DospUe one rofiucst ■from'. Ho 
The New York Times disclosed i that VicUiam ' be accorded tl^c 
■ in its editions Saturday that, the I status of llie Philippirtcs aiid 
Centihal Intelligence . Agency ITcsident Franklin D. l^vcosevclt’s 
esliinatcd in Jamiary 10S7, llial the expressed hope-* of-, securing Viet- 


loll of dead and wounded from th.e 
air war i*oso from IS, 000 in 10'05 to 
23'2^i,C*00 in 1066 — "about SO per 
cent civilians. ” 

• The Times also quoted the Pen- 
tagon study as concluding tlie air 
raids inside a previously ofMInnIs 
area around Hanoi in the. first two 
weeks of December 1.SG5, "un- 
dercut what appeared to bo a 
peace feeler’" from North Viet- 
nam. 

TKK SXDD V alluded to "an ex- 
plosive debate about tlie bombing" 
provoked by eyewitness reports 
from North Vietnam by Harrison 
Srdisbiuy of the New York Times 
and William Baggs of the Miami 
News. • ' . I 

Their dispatches were publicly 
criticized by the Pentagon as in- 
accurate and exaggerated. But llie 
Pentagon study declares that thoir 
;timates of civilian ca.sualtics 
were much lower (lian the CIA’s. 

Both the Times and the Wash- 
ington Post carried long instull- 
inonts of thiO study but most of it 
has already appeared on the 
Chicago Daily News-Sim-Tinics 
wire. / » 

In tlie first disclosurc.s on the 
administration of President Hany 
S. Tinman, the. Post indicates Iluat 
officials then' debated whetlier to 
treat Ho Clii Minh as a Viet- 
namese version of Tito, the iiide- 
pendent Conununist leader of 
.Yugoslavia. _ . - 

IN THB END, however, it was 
decided (0 treat him as a. 
."Stalinist” ajid to aid France in 
recapturing its pre-war Indochina 
colony. 




r.arn's indcpcndouce from France, 
tl'iO Truman administration com- 
mitted $10 millibn in military as- 
sistance to Framce in May 1050. 

•Tiiat wa.s less than the $100 
million rccotniricnded by the joint 
clucfs of staff. 

The Times installnient recounts 
tho shift of Defense Sec. Robert S. 
McNamara fron\ hawk to dove, 
starting in October, 1GG6. It retells 
tlio story of how McNamara then 
tried to got President Lyndon B. 
Johnson to cut back the bombing 
of North Vietnam — 17 mpnlhs 
before Johnson finally took the 
step. ■ . , , ■ 

THE TIMES also quotes from a 
McNamara memo of May, 19G7, 
pro]X)5ing that the administration 
"scale clown" its objectives in 
Vietnam and seek a political 
compromise with tho Vistcong. 

' ' Ou i* comm i tnm t , " McNa ina ra 
suggested, "is only to see that tlie 
people of South Vietnam are per- 
mitted to determine, tlicir own 
future . . . this commitment 
ceases if the country ceases to 
help itself ... 

"Nor do ^ve have an obligation 
to pour in effort out of proportion 
to the effort contributed by the 
people of South Vietnam, or in the 
face, of coups, corruption, apathy 
or olhor indications -.of Saigon’s 

failure to co-operate satisfactorily 
with us.” 

The Ponl'agou study reveals, 
according to the Tini'es version,, 
that Johnson gave his . first "r.o"' 
to a troop request by tl^e military! 
on Nov.- 11, 1068. I 


OEN, VVfrjJ,\:tr C. West- 
Imoreland, the U. S. coimnaiicler in 
Vietnam, was informed (hat tlie 
ceiling’ would be 460,000, . more 
lhan,100,COO less than he proposed. 

Without explanation, lliC sUidy 
declares that the air raids that 
"undercut" the peace feeler were 
"launched inadvertantly." 

The Polish member of the In- 
lernational CojJlrol Commission 
was trying to arrange talks be- 
tween the United Stales and North 
Vietnamese officials in Warsaw. 
But the study iiotcs: . . 

"TI;e attempt to start talks ran 
into difficulty, A belated attempt 
to mollify North Vietnam’s bruis- 
ed ego failed and formal lakhs did 
not materialize." 

llie Wavshir.gton Post quoted the 
Pentagon history as desenbing 
President Tn.iman’s $10 million 
grant in aid to France as Ih.o first 
gcrant in aid to France as the first 
"crucial decision regarding U. S, 
military involvcmoiit in In 
docliina." 

BY THr; TIME Ho Chi Minli had 
defeated France at Dicn }>icn Piiu 
and the Ce»icva {Accords. , u/crc 
signed in July, 195'f, the*' Unitei 
.States had delivered $2.6 billion in 
aid to Indochina; according to the 
Fentagoii summary. j 

-This’' was in addition to bud-' 
gotary support to France, which 
ah'-> ran into tho billions. 

The aid an early U. S. cx- 
r ■ -sion of belief in what w'as to 
be :.nr;\vn lotor as the "domino 
theo. y' — (flat/ Indophhxa was a 
"lest ’ oC_ power h.elwcci) Sovict- 
■dlreck^d Cornnumists .and the 
forces cf the West. . “ y d 

Wlub l^ic Truman” adminfs- 
lialion said it wanted France to 
give Indoch.ina its independence 
c\ enlually,' a Na.lional Security 
Council rcpuit at tlie cr.d of 1%Q 
ssalcci:. . 

I "The .United Slates should lake 
action, .as a niatter.of urgency, by 
, all mcar.s practfca’ole short of the 
actual cmployiuont of ‘ U. S. 
j military forces, to deny Indochina 
jtoCommunisnp" ' . ^ 
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